Clinical oncology assistantship program for medical students.
The Clinical Oncology Assistantship Program has been offered to approximately 16 sophomore medical students each year at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences since 1975. This is an elective, 10-week program given during the summer recess. In the first week of the program, core lectures are given by a multidisciplinary team of cancer educators affiliated with the University of Arkansas. Following this, students spend nine weeks rotating through medical, surgical, and pediatric oncology services of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. In addition, they spend several hours during the program participating in self-directed learning activities at the university's Cancer Teaching Center. The program has been well received by the students, and each year all of the available positions have been filled. Responses on a follow-up questionnaire sent in July 1983 to past participants showed that they continued to rate the program highly. Moreover, 78 percent of the respondents felt the program had influenced positively their attitude toward cancer patients.